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Ehot T. Bailen, founder and
dijector =~ of :the Sherman
Chamber Ensemble, joined

forces with 185 students from :

the Sherman School for the Song

to Symphony program, a collab-.

orative songwriting effort that

ended with a live performance at
New Milford ngh School Nov. -

16.

The _Thursday ni ght cvent"'
drew ‘more than 600 guests,’

including-school staff, parents

and friends to hear the children
and musicians ~perform ~“An
Immigrant’s Story,” a collectmn:_
of songé staged to iusic “and °
chatactem pIayed by Sheunan o

students. -
. “Tt was quite an event,” Mr
Ballen said. “I'm always 80

amazed at the result——it’s a lot of
work, but when you see the chil-
dren peiformmg it’s all worth it
They more than rise to the occa-
smn——~they do an outstaudmg

job:
M. Bailen has offcred the
Song to Syiphony program four

tinges in Sherman. He alsd con-

ducts individual workshops with
students at the schivol during the

year, and won’t do such a large”

scale effort again until 2010, he
said, mainly because of his hec-

tic -and busy schedule: Bit -the”
Song to Symphony program’is

labor of love for him and other

members of the orchestra. This
year, he invited 27 professional .

musicians to participate on stage -,
particy 5 : Symphony is a large-scale musi-

-cal pmductlon which involves a
“large segment of the-schoal pop="
“ulation in the creation of a musi- W
“cal production,” he said.. “qy
‘motivates children to write, cre-
até and perform their own ongxw_'

with - the - stadents . 7in an

Immigrant - Stoiy,” which aif;o'.'
inchudéd the “Sherman School

chors - and a band of student
actors and actresses. -

Michelle +Baird, Sherman'

School's giffed-arid t'aiented edu-

cator, -chose to” help stage the -

production this year.

way,” Mr. Bailen said. “Some-

times {the’ pelformance] is just -
‘rusic, bit 1. asked her if she

wanted toseript'it and she did a

fabulous job. It re’ally took shape

_m "only about- two months, whlch
*1s pretty dmiazing.”

“It doesn’{ always happeu that.f deeply  hooked

“The most important part of

the Song to Symphony program.

is the classroom -work, M.

- Bailen said, which'is where ideas
“are borm and’
involved learn about the creative -
_process. At the start of the pro-
~gram, he distributes a fact sheet” "

the  children

to parents whose children will be

-involved, explammg the process
cof ¥

songwriting. “Song  -to

fial musicals: where they feel
ownership - and pride: and are
into  music
through an un{orgettable muc;lcal
expetience.”

~He :chose  the .

musical drama that ‘brimgs life
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ummgr'mt '
“theme “to create a - beautiful

hcntage of our nation,” he said.

and understanding to ’immigmnt-__-j rof

Once the theme is chosen, the ] v

work begins, -and . Mr.” Bailen
spends . fime  in the classroont:

with the students, explammg the ...

elements of songwiiting and get-

ting them -excited about the Wi

process. -

“We " braitistorm

have “taken to writing my own
scripts before 1 get there which

bas;cally suggests song. 1deas
lelde those  ideas

eventually you develop the muﬂx
cal production.”
This . year,’ ' the So‘n'g

Symphony program . mcludcd-‘;'
students in grades 3-8, many of.
“whom are members of the cho- -
rus. Children in grades six, seven -
and eight were invited to pidy
“various
Bailer - qaid The lower gl _'des”"

“dramiatic’ 1oles M.

3 h'we a syqtem of songwrm j
ing that I present to the kids,” he
‘added. -
ideas in" fhie classroom, and 1

songf

“have’ ‘m m mvolved

y ne;sinp £ the pr oductzon

at the' school, ‘rclud-

g a teany'led by Tanguage arts
jteache1 Mary McEvoy, as well as
interim principal Jay’ Voss, music

5 teacher Terry ?1tchel "and Ms

up  Bai

between ‘the classtoons and:

- This year, Mr Baﬂen umted
his nend ‘James Smclan,_com
ductor: of Orchiestra- -New

'_'-_:Englanci to-lead the assembled
‘orchestia ‘and students the n1ght

of theshow. =~ -
"‘That was pxetty exutmg,
. Bailen said, - “He’s an ‘old
fnend and it ‘was: realiy fun to

’ “i{ s aiso 4 chdilen ge because
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_'week's Song to Symphony event at New
above, children act out dramatic roles during the show, titled "An

Milford High School, and

Immigrant’s Story” Under the guidance of Sherman Chamber
Ensemible founder and musician Eliot Bailen and members of the
school faculty and administration, the students wrote songs for the
musu:al which was directed by Orchestra New Engtand 's James Sinclair,

fivolved - nuiner ‘ous

it's a ua/y event,” he added.

“Thé score was about 150 pages
-Iong, and it hasp’t ever been
'piayed ‘before. He basically has
‘an Hotir to run through it with the

orchestra and rehear%e it with the
kids,.and then it’s time to go on.
It's a real challenge for every-
one.”

In splte of the challenges and

'the fremendous amount of thme

involved i producing the event,
Mr. Bailen says he’s rewarded by

‘the students’ enthusiasm and the

end result-—a night of 1music
they’ve created themselves.

“I try to find ways to make it
easier every year, -because it’s
really hard. It’s very time cofi-
suming,” he said. “t’s really
gratifying though. I'ma profes-
sional cellist, but songwriting i$
in-my heart, it's something 1

-cnjoy doing so much. I believe in
it deeply and I IOOk fotward to

heaimg thoee songs ﬁung by real

) VOICES,

S aisb a way to get some-
thmg qtdged and so it’s 4 litte

- Church,

selfish on my part,” he said w1th
a laugh. “A Tot of people write
mivsicals, bul: they never see
them staged. To sec a creative,
foll-fledged effort - come - to

fruition 15 exciting. And seeing
how the kids react, as thing start

to come together, is wonderful” - -
Now that -the Song to-
Symphony event is over, M.
Bailen is back to work, teaching -
and rehearsing for hl‘; next per-
formance.
He and his fcﬂow misicians

‘will perform this weekend in

Sherman .and Kent, in-the

group’s annual jazz celebration
concerts. The Best of Sherrnafi .

Chamber Ensemble Jazz, high:
lighting favorite works of jazz
will be held Saturday at4 pom. at
the Shenmm Congregational
Church * Road,
Sherman, and Sunday at 3 pu
at St. Andrew’s Church, 1 North
Main St.,” Kent, intersection of -
Route 7 and 341, The conceits
are free. For more informatio,

-call 860-355- 5930
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